











October 13, 1951

introduce dance and music in the villages to the
‘accompaniment of drink to create this joy of life !

Vinoba severely criticized the textile mills.
They had come down from 17 yds. to 12 yds.
and alleged that they did not get enough cotton
in the country. Not that there was no cotton in
the country, but they wanted qualities which the
country did not produce. They could use country
cotton in previous years, but now they had dis-
carded it, because it was rough, and wanted fine
cotton as their raw material, even if it had to be
imported. They discarded their own child be-
cause it was not handsome enough, and wanted
to adopt another’s. And these mills are given
protection and various economic facilities to
enable them to purchase foreign cotton, while
the khadi industry was told that it was not eco-

nomic and must stand in competition with mill-
cloth !

Vinoba was told that the plan did once
have a khadi scheme, which envisaged an ex-
penditure of 62 crores for 15 lakh khadi workers.
Vinoba said that it was all conceived on
wrong lines. It did not contemplate khadi as a
domestic occupation for self-sufficiency as the
first and foremost object, but only as a type of
labour got done for wages. Khadi could not pre-
~vail that way.

5. The Food Problem

Government made a solemn declaration that
they would not import any food after 1951.
Then they discovered that they could not fulfil
their pledge. Instead of abdicating, they appoint-
ed a commission to report that the country can-

not attain self-sufficiency for some years to
come !

Vinoba stressed that the attainment of self-
sufficiency in food must top every other aim.
They would not take insufficiency of food so
lightly, if they understood the gravity of the
situation. In case the world or India got involved
in a war, she would practically have to sell her-
self to the country undertaking to provide food
to her.

The Plan is based on eternal begging. It pro-
vides no incentive to produce more food for the
nation, nor does it contain any inspiration for
them to make any sacrifice for the nation in times
of crisis.

6. Prevention of Cow-slanghter

The Plan says at one place that unrestrained
slaughter of cows has not affected the -cattle
population of the country. At the same time it has
not the courage to say that they do want slaugh-
ter of useless cows. They know that people would
not tolerate such a blunt statement. Let them
therefore accept the facts. The cow and the bul-
lock form a part of our society, and their protec-
tion is an aspect of Indian socialism. Hence their
slaughter will have to be stopped. The economic
condition of the nation can bear this burden if we
make proper use of the cow-dung while they are
alive, and of their bones, hides, blood, flesh ete.

for manure and other things, after they are dead. |

They would not be a burden in that case. As for

the Muslims, Vmoba was prepared to assure

‘Government on their behalf that they did not

want cow-slaughter.

When he was among the Meo Muslims,
Vinoba had told them in their mosques that if
Allah had been pleased with meat offering, but- -
chers alone could please Him, and no Prophet
would be necessary to give that message to the
people. But Allah did not thirst for meat. He
wanted the devotion of ‘the people. Vinoba's
words appealed to the Maulvis and the Meos, and
it prevented a riot in the offing. The Constitu-
tion gave a clear mandate to the Government and
the Plan should unambiguously declare that
cow-slaughter would be stopped forthwith.

7. Basic Education

The Plan simply approves the Basic method
of education. It does not take pains to show that.
it is practically possible, and is the only one
which will produce a self-reliant and wunited
nation, and create self-supporting schools. The
Basic school should have a plot of two acres of
land to it, in which vegetables and cotton could
be produced for the school, and each family in
the village should give a measure of grain to the
teachers, so that the extra-payment alone would
have to be met.

8. Land Policy

The Plan takes for granted that small hold-
ings are uneconomic. Vinoba demanded proof.
He granted that villagers could take to collective
farming sueccessfully after proper training, but
that did not mean that as long as they were in-
clined to cultivate small fragments the produc-
tion should necessarily decrease. Vinoba found
that the people in their present condition would
not be able to take to co-operative farming im-
mediately. The experiments in co-operative
farming hitherto conducted had proved failures.
Enowledge of arithmetic was a necessary pre-
requisite in co-operative farming, and people
lacked it. Hence, in his Land-Gift mission, he did
not insist on co-operative farming at this stage.
He came across some people who were willing
to give him land for distribution on the condition
of co-operative farming. Vinoba asked them to
make the experiment themselves. These donors
wanted to dominate co-operative farming by
keeping a big share for themselves. Vinoba told
them to give away all their lands and be free
from the pride of ownership of the land. They
should allow the people to become owners of
land for once.

It was necessary that surplus lands should
be taken from their present owners and distri-
buted to those who did not have land or any
alternative means of livelihood and were ready
to take to cultivation. '

Vinoba had always insisted that the land
revenue should be collected in kind. He did not
want money-economy to rule the villages. He
also wanted village labour to be paid in food.

‘These two things would go a long way to prevent :

starving. conditions.
(There are several factors which have cﬁﬁ-
tributed to make ‘agriculture, particularly of
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